Vermont Youth Risk Behavior Survey

Data Brief

Marijuana Use

Ever use of marijuana, or use in the past 30 days, has not changed significantly since 1995. In 2009, 36%
of all students had ever used marijuana and 22% of all students had used marijuana in the past 30 days.
Among all students, those in 12th grade were significantly more likely to report ever use of marijuana or

marijuana use in the past 30 days than students in 8th, 9th, or 10th grades (see pages 38 and 39 of the
2009 YRBS report for detailed breakdowns by grade).

Marijuana use, 1995-2009
Source: VT YRBS

100 -~ —e— Ever
- - &% - - Past 30 days
|5 48 47
[)
- ¢ * —
....... . m. .. -
y 32 3.0 ----- Moo R m------. -.------- n
N 26 25 22 21 22
0 T T T T T : |

1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009

However, among those who ever used marijuana, marijuana use in the past 30 days does not differ by
grade. Eighth grade students who ever used marijuana are equally likely to report use in the past 30 days

as 12th grade students who ever used marijuana. Females who ever used marijuana were less likely to
report current use than males.

Marijuana use in the past 30 days among ever users, 2009
Source: VT YRBS
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Students’ perceptions of peer and parental attitudes about marijuana use and risk of harm from use varies

considerably by reported marijuana use.

Students who:
Used Used marijuana Never
marijuana in ever but not in used
All students | past 30 days past 30 days marijuana

Wrong or very wrong for 64% 11% 43% 87%
someone your age to smoke
marijuana
Parents would think it is wrong 89% 65% 89% 97%
or very wrong for you to smoke
marijuana
Great risk of harm (physically or 42% 7% 23% 59%
otherwise) from smoking
marijuana regularly
Sort of or very easy for you to 9% 23% 10% 3%
get some marijuana

Students who had never used marijuana were more likely to report talking to their parents about school at
least weekly, getting mostly As or Bs, participating in clubs outside of school, and feeling like they matter to
their community than those in the other two groups. Students who used marijuana in the past 30 days were
less likely to report talking to their parents about school at least weekly than students who had ever used but

not recently. On all other variables, these two groups were similar.

Students who:
Used Used marijuana Never
marijuana in ever but not in used
All students | past 30 days past 30 days marijuana

Talk to parents about school at 77% 69% 75% 81%
least weekly
Get mostly As or Bs 78% 65% 73% 84%
Participate in clubs outside of 27% 23% 24% 30%
school at least one hour per
week
Volunteer at least one hour per 42% 38% 41% 44%
week
Agree or strongly agree that 50% 41% 47% 55%
students help decide what goes
on in school
Agree or strongly agree that you 47% 37% 43% 51%
matter to your community

For more information on the YRBS, contact Erika Edwards (erika.edwards@ahs.state.vt.us; 802-863-
7246) or visit: http://healthvermont.gov/research/yrbs.aspx

November 2010 — page 2 of 2

7~ VERMONT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH




