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Jim Finger
State Training Coordinator:   Mike announced that interviews had been recently completed and that he was cautiously optimistic that the position would be filled soon.

I/C Bridge Courses:  Two I/C bridge courses finished recently—one at Stowe Rescue and one at Regional Ambulance Service in Rutland.  The next step for the new I/Cs is a peer-evaluated, mentored teaching program.  Senior I/Cs will be used to mentor the new graduates.  Information and paperwork will be sent to candidates and potential mentors soon.  Any questions on the process should be directed to Mike.  

Transitions:  Ray announced that the 45th transition course was approved this morning.  All but one district has applied for at least one course.
EMS Conference:  Currently undergoing a venue search, but it will likely be held in either the latter half of October or the first half of November.  Mike said it is unlikely that it will be held at the Sheraton this fall, since they do not have dates available to us.  Someone announced that the Vermont Emergency Management conference will be held at Lake Morey on October 18 & 19.
EMSC Update:  Emily said that contracting to hold the PEPP courses is currently working its way through the Business Office, and that classes should start in late spring.  Mike noted that PEPP is also about to roll out a new program, admitting that the timing of the PEPP courses and the impending new training program was probably not the most opportune.

Protocols:  Mike said the office is still on track to issue a comprehensive draft by the end of May.

SIREN:


Data dictionary:  Jenna apologized for the delay and the many speed bumps along the way.  The dictionary is in the validation and testing phase.  The new DRF in SIREN will be activated at the same time as the data dictionary is released.  At this point, there is just basic cleanup required.


Toughbooks:  Jenna has set distribution days around the state, either at hospitals or at VDH district offices in each district.  The Model CF31 Toughbook may be accepted by a service representative only after a letter of agreement is completed between the service and the state and a SIREN administrator has been appointed and their information shared with Jenna.  Jim Finger asked about the eta of the Toughbooks.  Mike said that because the release of the Toughbooks now includes Field Bridge, there had been a bit of a delay.  He said he hoped to be handing out Toughbooks within a month.

Field Bridge:  Jenna said she will be giving a list of SIREN administrators to the IT staff, who will contact each administrator with their respective key code.  There will also be Field Bridge training sessions held in 3 or 4 locations around the state.  The training will consist of 8 hours (4 for users and 4 for service-based administrators).

AEMT Transition and Exam Process:   Ray explained that the National Registry AEMT exam pass rate after three attempts is 69% nationally (for 2,500 candidates), while the same exam’s pass rate after three attempts in Vermont is 75%.  He noted that because of it’s recent conception, the exam is a linear exam, not a computer-adaptive one.  He encouraged all AEMT transitioned personnel to go for the NR AEMT exam.  The state of Vermont pays for all attempts at the exam and there is no penalty for failure.  Gaining the NR AEMT level will make relicensing infinitely easier for a Vermont provider, as well as a border-state provider required to hold National Registry.

Mike noted the importance of studying for the AEMT exam in addition to just taking the AEMT transition.  The National Registry AEMT exam is worth tackling, but forming study groups, using textbooks and refresher sites would be appropriate in order to be successful at the exam.

Centre Learn:  Staff are working to set up unique accounts utilizing either a Vermont EMS license number or a National Registry number.  This is a bit of a process, since newly licensed providers have yet to be issued license numbers due to the pending release of protocols.  

H522 Opiate Bill:  John Vose asked about the bill.  Mike said that Dr. Harry Chen had testified to the legislature and that some of the EMS/EMT language had been let go.  Staff continues to watch the bill.  Mike said the theory is that a member of the public could get a prescription for Narcan (naloxone) to have on hand in case of a drug overdose risk with family or friends.  If the bill were to pass, staff will address protocol changes at that point.  

EMS Week:  The Capital lawn has been reserved for Tuesday, May 21, with a rain date of Thursday, May 23.  Details will be pushed out to services in the next week or so.  Mike requested help with programs, initiatives, etc., adding that he would like to see this year’s event be a success.

Educational Dollars to Districts:  Scott Brinkman asked when the districts would know how much funding they will be receiving from the state.  Mike said that the numbers are now available.  He hoped to hold phone calls with district chairs and training coordinators in the next week or so.  The funds need to be used to meet the legislative vision of offsetting expenses for an increased volume of training.  Discussion is ongoing about whether a one-size-fits-all approach will work or whether 13 individual district plans and deliverables will be acceptable.
Mike thanked everyone for participating in the call, adding that at the pace things happen in the office, he appreciates folks bugging him when he doesn’t get to anticipated tasks quickly enough.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.

