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START Programs and Prevention

The federal Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws
(EUDL) Program promotes prevention efforts and
improves public safety by reducing youth access
to alcohol. The purpose of the program is to
encourage communities to enforce laws, policies
and sanctions. One component of this strategy is
Stop Teen Alcohol Risk Teams (START).

Part of a Community Effort

START works closely with local coalitions of
schools, community organizations, youth, and
parents as part of a comprehensive prevention
strategy to prevent and reduce substance abuse.
START programs are encouraged to increase
enforcement of the underage drinking laws by
addressing locally identified unmet needs.
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Pro-active and Re-active Enforcement

Regional START programs supplement local education
and enforcement efforts by delivering a mix of pro-
active and re-active enforcement to address underage
drinking parties and youth drinking events.

Pro-active patrols are typically planned to coincide with
youth events where drinking is likely to occur (e.g.,
homecoming, prom, graduation, etc.). High visibility of
officers attempts to deter a youth drinking event from
happening.

The START program emphasizes pro-active
interventions, whenever possible. Upon hearing of a
potential party, an officer may contact parents, land
owners, etc., as appropriate, to alert them of the
possible party, provide them with an understanding of
the laws and their potential liability, and to enlist their
support in preventing the party from occurring.

Each START also organizes a call-out list of officers who
agree to respond to an underage drinking event.

Officers who participate in these re-active patrols have
all been trained to disperse an underage drinking party

properly.

Evidence-Based Techniques

Vermont has been able to initiate and maintain specially
trained enforcement teams in all areas of the state.
START officers are trained in evidence-based Controlled
Party Dispersal techniques that enable teams to
effectively deal with a drinking party while maintaining
order and assuring maximum safety for youth and
officers alike.

Funding

The Vermont Department of Health, Division of Alcohol
and Drug Abuse Programs (ADAP) receive EUDL funds
from the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (OJIDP) to support this
program.
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Vermont START Contacts:

Addison
Chief Kevin Gibbs (802) 453-2533, Bristol Police Department, Bristol, VT

Bennington
Chief Paul Doucette (802) 442-1030, Bennington Police Department, Bennington, VT
Sheriff Chad D. Schmidt (802) 442-4900, Bennington County Sheriff’s Department, Bennington, VT

Caledonia
Tinalyn Caisse (802) 745-1040, Together Works!, St. Johnsbury, VT

Chittenden
Sgt. Allen Fortin (802) 985-8051, Shelburne Police Department, Shelburne, VT
Susan Lamb (802) 878-0919, Williston Police Department, Williston, VT

Franklin
Beth Crane, (802) 527-5049, Franklin County Caring Communities, St. Albans, VT

Grand Isle
Sheriff Ray Allen (802) 372-4482, Grand Isle County Sheriff’s Department, North Hero, VT

Lamoille
Becky Penberthy (802) 888-5871, Lamoille County Court Diversion Restorative Justice Programs, Inc. Hyde Park, VT

Orange
David Savidge, Director (802) 685-3172, Orange County Diversion, Chelsea, VT

Rutland
Sheriff Steve Benard (802) 786-0033, Rutland County Sheriff's Department, Rutland, VT
John D’Esposito (802) 483-6384, Pittsford, VT

Washington
Dennis Menard (802) 828-0602, Washington County Court Diversion Program, Montpelier, VT
Sgt. Eric W. Nordenson (802) 223-3445, Montpelier Police Department, Montpelier, VT

Windham
Chief Robert Edwards (802) 464-8722, Dover Police Department, West Dover, VT

Windsor
Chief Rick Cloud (802) 875-2035, Chester Police Department, Chester, VT
Melanie Sheehan (802) 674-7450, Mt. Ascutney Hospital & Health Center, Windsor, VT

Information for START programs is available on the Vermont Department of Health website at:
http://healthvermont.gov/adap/start/notminor.aspx
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