

SUBJECT:   Tobacco-Free Policy for Clients and Residents at [Facility Name]
Purpose: 
To continue to promote and maintain the health of all [Facility Name] clients and residents.
Scope:
All [Facility Name] Facilities and Programs 
Policy:
Effective [Date], smoking or any form of tobacco use by clients or residents will be prohibited in all [Facility Name] facilities and programs.  Tobacco-free means that the use or possession of tobacco products, substitutes, and paraphernalia is not permitted in any form indoors or including surrounding areas of the buildings. Tobacco products, substitutes, and paraphernalia are as defined in 7 V.S.A. § 1001.
In addition, all individuals seeking admission into a [Facility Name] program will be given a copy of the program’s tobacco-free policy. During intake and assessment, the policy will be reviewed with the prospective client or resident and they will sign a written agreement that they have been informed of the policy.

Procedure:
 

1. As of [Date] all clients and residents in a [Facility Name] are prohibited from smoking or using tobacco on campus.

2. All clients admitted to the facility will be screened and assessed for nicotine dependence. If applicable, treatment for nicotine will be embedded in the client’s treatment plan. 
3. All clients and residents, regardless of tobacco history, will receive education on the medical complications of tobacco use, nicotine addiction, and recovery. 

4. When requested by the client or resident or recommended by a clinical or medical professional, tobacco/nicotine use will be addressed in the treatment plan to include:

a. Education on tobacco dependence 

b. Education on available treatment alternatives and other resources

c. Nicotine Replacement Therapies

d. Supportive and Smoking Cessation Counseling

5. Clients may not possess any tobacco-related items on the campus except in the individual’s locked personal vehicle.

6. Employees who encounter clients who are violating the tobacco policy are encouraged to politely explain the policy and report the violation to the client’s treatment team, if known.

7. Violation of this policy by clients is a treatment issue to be addressed by the treatment team.
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